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Overview of The Journal News 

 Gannett, Co.-owned paper 

 Readers in Rockland, Westchester and Putnam counties; 

located in the lower Hudson Valley, NY (about 30 miles 
outside of NYC) 



Controversy arises 

 In response to the Sandy Hook shootings on Dec. 14, the 

Journal News published an article on Dec. 26. 



Controversy arises (cont.) 

 It included an interactive map that listed the names and 

addresses of people who had gun permits. 



Systemic Moral Analysis (SMA) 

In a nutshell… 



Step One: My Values 

 To present information to the public that is accurate and 
newsworthy 

 What would be the newsworthy about this piece? 

 To cause the least harm to the public 

 Gun owners are at risk of burglaries 

 Controversial topic to be linked to  

 Private rights are in danger (2nd Amendment rights) 

 Promotes relationship with readers 

 No, because we risk ostracizing a sector of the community 
that are also readers of the paper. 



Steps Two and Three 

 Will you cause harm? YES 

 There are possible criminals that could access the map and try 
to steal the guns from legal gun owners; further harming non-
gun owners  

 Could list an address that was listed as the home of a gun 
owner, but now isn’t; causing potential harm 

 Risking shunning of gun owners within the community 

 Is the harm justified? NO 
 “The independent community newspaper has two incentives: To 

promote the general welfare and to make money.  Like the 
physician, it must be more concerned with the good that it 
does.” ~ Frank E. Gannett  

 Again, what is the news value of such a map? 



Step Four: What type of action is this? 

 Ethically prohibited: The rights of the private citizens, 

especially those of whole counties outweigh the general 

public’s right to know about such a controversial topic. 



What happened? 

 Gun owners were furious – threatened the publisher and 
editors; published the names, addresses and phone 
numbers of employees of the paper online; harassment 
ensued 

 Journal News in New City hired armed guards 

 Two homes with guns were robbed; names and 
addresses reportedly to have been published on the 
map 

 SAFE gun law – intended to only concern guns; passed 
with added provision to have gun owners be able to 
request their names taken out of public information 

 Journal News finally removes map from site. 



Questions?? 


